
Sociology

Sociology studies the interaction of people within 
social groups like families, schools and companies 
and how this shapes their behaviours and life 
chances. It explores questions such as: Why do 
migrants develop their cultural identities in different 
ways? How is privacy changing with the rise of 
digital technologies? How does a child’s family of 
origin shape their chances in life? Do state rules 
and regulations represent and protect elite power?

Trinity’s School of Social Sciences and Philosophy 
is at the forefront of research and teaching 
across the disciplines of Philosophy, Political 
Science, Economics and Sociology and is 
committed to advancing the understanding of 
society and to igniting the passion of its students 
through exceptional teaching and research.

Social Policy

Social Policy is relevant to all of our lives – it could be 
described as the water we swim in! As an academic 
discipline, social policy entails the study of those 
social relations shaping human welfare and analysis 
of the means by which governments protect citizens 
through the formation of social policy, delivery of 
services and management of social problems.
The School of Social Work and Social Policy 
consists of a community of scholars from related 
social science disciplines bound together by a 
common interest in policy issues. The School 
is committed to ensuring high quality and 
relevant curriculum that responds to new social 
and economic developments, reflects robust 
evidence, and is infused with scholarly vigour, 
in order to equip graduates for challenges they 
will face both as professionals and as citizens.

School of Social Sciences  
and Philosophy

School Office, Room 3023, 
Arts Building, Trinity College 
Dublin, Dublin 2.

+353 1 896 1840 
siobhan.obrien@tcd.ie 
www.tcd.ie/sociology

Careers and Postgraduate 
Opportunities
Trinity graduates are extremely well regarded worldwide. Many Sociology and Social 
Policy graduates have gone onto postgraduate study both at Trinity College Dublin 
and other leading universities around the world such as Oxford University and the 
University of Edinburgh.

The Sociology and Social Policy degree is particularly relevant for those interested in 
pursuing a career in the formulation of policy in the public service, community development 
and voluntary/non-profit sectors. Students also develop exceptional analytical and research 
skills and a solid education in issues – such as gender, migration, the labour market, poverty, 
homelessness, families and  ageing – which can be applied to real-world problems, opening 
up opportunities in fields such journalism, policy analysis, education and research. 

Our graduates’ work in a range of organisations including Focus Ireland, 
Web Summit, Department of Social Protection, the Health Service Executive, 
the Migrant Rights Centre, Economic and Social Research Institute.
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School of Social Work and Social Policy
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Sociology and 
Social Policy 
(TR083)

“ I chose the degree in Sociology and Social Policy 
because it is highly inter-disciplinary; alongside 
the core subjects of Sociology and Social Policy, 
students are offered a wide range of subject 
choices within Economics, Political Science, Law 
and languages. I would recommend this course 
for anyone who is interested in current affairs/
politics, society, and learning about the underlying 
structures of how countries are run.”

	 Aoife Ryan-Christensen, 
sociology and social policy graduate 

“ I initially chose the B.A. in Sociology and Social 
policy because I wanted to understand the 
underlying forces that shape societies and the 
groups within them. The course turned out to 
be ideal in this respect. Not only did it help me 
explore these issues in a concrete way but it 
fostered an enthusiasm for learning that will stay 
with me for life.”

	 Emma Chubb, 
sociology and social policy graduate 

How to Apply
If you are interested in applying for the Sociology and Social Policy 
Programme programme please visit: www.tcd.ie/study



Trinity College Dublin 
Trinity College Dublin is recognised internationally as Ireland’s 
leading university and as one of the top universities in the world. 
Trinity was founded in 1592, and today the university is a vibrant 
and cosmopolitan community of students from around the 
world. Its bustling 47 acre campus, in the heart of Dublin, is the 
ideal environment for studying, learning, relaxing and living.

The pursuit of excellence through research and scholarship is at 
the heart of a Trinity education. Students learn from inspiring 
academics who are world leaders in their field. And to help 
ensure students get the most out of their time at Trinity they are 
assigned a tutor to provide personal and academic support.

Student life at Trinity College is about so much more than 
education — with over 200 sports clubs and societies ranging 
from athletics to tennis, debating to investing and from drama 
to science fiction there is something to suit every interest.

Why Choose the Sociology and Social Policy Programme?

Curious about social and economic policy issues around the world? 
Searching for a course that demands both academic and vocational 
qualities? Interested in understanding society, its social problems 
and have a desire to make a difference? Then Sociology and Social 
Policy may be the degree for you. It is a unique programme, jointly 
delivered by the School of Social Sciences and Philosophy and the 
School of Social Work and Social Policy, which combines the study 
of social theory, social policy and social research.

The degree is particularly relevant to students intending to 
pursue a career in research, social policy analysis and evaluation, 
management and planning within the social services, both 
voluntary and statutory, as well as to those with a general interest 
in society and social policy.

Sociology and Social Policy at a Glance

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Sociology Core 
Modules

•	 Introduction to 
Sociology

•	 Introduction to 
Social Research 

•	 Social Theory

•	 Researching 
Society 

•	 Sociology / Social 
Policy Dissertation

Social Policy Core 
Modules

•	 Introduction to 
Social Policy

•	 Irish Social Policy I: 
Poverty & Social 
Exclusion; Housing and 
Homelessness

•	 Irish Social Policy II: 
Crime and Irish 
Society; European 
Refugee Policy

•	 Life Courses and 
Evolving Welfare States

•	 Families, Youth and 
Society: Contemporary 
Issues

Complementary 
Modules

Choose one of:

•	 Introduction to 
Economics

•	 Introduction to 
Economic Policy

Choose two of:

•	 Mathematics and 
Statistics

•	 French

•	 German

•	 Russian

•	 Polish

•	 Introduction to 
Central, East European 
and Russian Area 
Studies (through 
English)

•	 Introduction to 
Psychology

Choose two of:

•	 Economy of Ireland

•	 Gender, Work and 
Family

•	 Power, State and 
Social Movements

•	 History of Political 
Thought

•	 International Relations

•	 Comparative Politics

•	 French 2

•	 German 2

•	 Polish 2

•	 Russian 2

•	 Introduction to Irish 
Family Law

•	 Broad Curriculum 
Course

Choose three of:

•	 Economics 
of Less Developed 
Countries

•	 Economics of Policy 
Issues

•	 Globalisation and 
Development

•	 Race, Ethnicity and 
Identity

•	 Social Stratification 
and Inequalities

•	 Comparative Sociology 
of Europe

•	 Irish Politics

•	 Democracy and 
Development

•	 Public Interest Law

•	 Public International 
Law

Choose three of:

•	 Conflict Studies 

•	 Digital Lives and 
Social Networks 

•	 Labour Markets, 
Gender and Institutions

•	 Migration, Mobilities 
and Integration

•	 Crime and 
Punishment

•	 Ageing Societies

Degree 
Overview
The degree aims to give students a wide-
ranging knowledge of society, social structure 
and social policy in Ireland. At the end of four 
years, students will develop both a general 
sociological understanding and specific expertise 
in various contemporary social issues.

Students will also acquire key skills in analysis 
and research and will practise these in 
undertaking their undergraduate dissertation.

Course Structure 
and Assessment
The subjects studied include general social science 
disciplines such as economics and politics and 
specialist areas such as family policy, welfare policy 
and criminology. The first and second years are 
more general and foundational in nature, while the 
third and fourth years will focus more specifically 
on sociology and social policy. A strength of the 
course is that it explores these issues in a genuinely 
comparative context. Teaching methods include 
lectures, seminars and group project work. Assessment 
is by a combination of continuous assessment, 
class presentations and written examinations.


